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Upcoming EventS

Alumni Officers

Chapter Eternal

A New Season, a New Era...
Sept. 1:	 Ohio*
Sept. 8:	 at Virginia
Sept. 15:	 Navy
Sept. 22:	 Temple
Sept. 29:	 at Illinois
Oct. 6:	 Northwestern (HC)*
Oct. 20:	 at Iowa
Oct. 27:	 Ohio State*
Nov. 3:	 at Purdue
Nov. 10:	 at Nebraska
Nov. 17:	 Indiana
Nov. 24:	 Wisconsin

*Join us for alumni tailgates before the 
games highlighted above. We will also 
be having a cocktail party at the house 
after the Homecoming game (10/6).

2013 Blue White/Founders’ Day
April 20

We have recently learned of 
the passing of the following 

brothers...

Charles Schmidt ‘31 
Austin Lentz ‘35 

John “Max” Kipfer ‘49 
Herbert Wittman ‘50 

We have been honored to 
call them our brothers. The 
condolences of Theta Chi’s 
extended worldwide family 

are offered to the family 
and friends of our deceased 

brothers.

President
Richard Maltz ’90  
oxomega@psualum.com

Secretary
David Hartwich ’09 

Treasurer
Christopher Burke ’93 

Board Members
Richard Bartnik ’08 
Chris Bartnik ’91 

Theta Chi Omega has had one of the best years 
in recent chapter history! Not only did we win 
Homecoming (again), but we were the recipient 
of multiple Penn State Greek awards, including:

•	 Presidents’ Cup, which is awarded each 
year to the top Greek letter organization. 
We were selected from a pool of four 
finalists representing each council: IFC, 
the Panhellenic Conference, the National 
Panhellenic Council and the Multicultural 
Greek Council, representing more than 80 
total fraternities and sororities. This is Omega 
Chapter’s first President’s Cup win.

•	 IFC Chapter of the Year. The winner is 

chosen based on an application reviewed by 
a committee of the Office of Fraternity and 
Sorority Life. Penn State’s IFC is composed 
of more than 45 member organizations.

•	 Chapter of Excellence. To qualify, a 
chapter must earn a minimum of 285 out of 
a possible 300 points.

•	 Chapter Advisor of the Year.
Rich Bartnik ’08

On behalf of the active brothers, we would like 
to thank our alumni for their continued support 
of the undergraduate chapter. We are looking 
forward to another great year with hopes for con-
tinued success! Hope to see you you this fall.

Theta Chi Named Top Greek Chapter at Penn State, Among 
Other Prestigious Recognitions

Omega Chosen with Distinction from Pool of 80 Greek Candidates 
Representing All Four Councils

Chapter News

Under Renovation
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Improvements have started at the Omega house! 
The windows have been replaced, capped and 
now the front of the house has new shutters, 
as the old ones were falling apart. The alumni 
corporation would like to thank Richard 
Bartnik ’08 and Jeff Damcott ’91 for all their 
time and effort on this much needed and long 
requested project.

	 Over the summer the kitchen had some 
small renovations. After many years of non 
operation (aka it’s been broken) the dishwasher 
was removed, the wall was repaired and a new 
kitchen sink was installed. The side door was 
stripped and repainted and regular yard work 
was done this summer as well.

	 Immediately after our summer work is 
completed, planning for next year’s projects 
will begin. The major piece of work in 2013 
will be repair of the side porch which is close to 
condemnation by the State College Borough. 
Planned work includes repair of the porch 
flooring, the bar area, and the glass block 
windows; and restoration of the French doors 
leading to both the porch and the bar.

Support the renovation of our house! Return 
the enclosed pledge form with your gift.

Capital Improvements Have Begun at the Theta Chi House

Windows before and after.
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“Coming together is a beginning; keeping 
together is progress; working together is 
success.” - Henry Ford

The Theta Chi for Life capital campaign is off 
to a tremendous start. The new windows have 
been installed and we have already raised more 
than $75,000 from just 26 alumni donors.

	 As we move forward, we are kicking off 
the DECADE CHALLENGE! Each decade 
is being challenged to raise at least $100,000 
from graduates of that era. If you divide this 
up among classes, each year is responsible for 
$10,000 – for most classes that will be less 
than $1,000 per person.

	 We know that if we all give a little, we will 
be far more successful than if a few people 
give significantly more.

To date here is where each decade stands:

Pledges can be paid over 3 years (or 5 if it 
will increase your pledge) and can be paid 
annually, bi-annually or quarterly. You can 
also set up monthly payments through your 
bank.

	 If you can give $50.00 a month for the 
next 36 months – you can make 
a $1,800 pledge. If you can give 
$50 a month for the next 60 
months you can make a $3,000 
pledge.

     Please consider what you can 
give and make a pledge. We need 
every alum to get involved, at 
whatever level is possible for 
them, to make this campaign a 
success. Return the enclosed form 
with your pledge commitment.

If you have questions about the campaign, 
contact Campaign Chair Rich Maltz ’90 at 
oxomega@psualum.com or at (917) 539-4096.

George W. Chapman, Jr. 1949
Ralph J Ettinger 1949
Robert F. Waltenbaugh 1949
Robert C. Kennedy 1950
Roderick J Wiseman, Jr. 1954
Joseph T. Crudo 1955
Keith F. Vansant 1958

Michael P. Lazorchak Estate 1961
Neal D. Rhoads 1962
Richard J. Bartnik 1967
Robert C. Losinger 1972
Hugh McClure 1972
Kenneth P. Slaby 1972
Evan J. Rosenberg 1980

Timothy A. Boyd 1983
Paul E. Vassil, MD 1986
James M. Stuhltrager 1989
Richard B. Maltz 1990
Christopher J. Bartnik 1991
Scott R. Morton 1992
Christopher S. Burke 1993

Michael Crawford 2007
Travis M. Pulling 2008
David G. Hartwich 2009
Timothy J. Uhrich 2009
Peter M. Imler 2011

Thank you to the following alumni for their pledges or gifts to the capital campaign, as of July 27, 2012…

523 S. Allen Club  
($523-$999.99)
Michael J. Becker 1990

Snake & Sword Society  
($250-$522.99)
Eugene A. Whitehouse 1953
James C Stalder 1962
Bob Kramer 1988
John A. Buyarski Jr. 1991

1856 Society ($185.60)
Reed W. Goodwin 1991
Joseph P. Sass 1997

Red Carnation Club  
($100-$185.59)
William K. Hanley 1948

Robert B Bossler Jr. 1949
James S. Lucas 1955
John Dutch Lichliter III 1956
Richard R. Jones 1960
William R. Kress III 1960
Michael P. Lazorchak Estate 1961
Lamar E. Rohrbach 1961
Keith L. Straley 1962
Richard I. McLean 1968
Jerrell W. Habegger 1969
Stan Terzopolos 1969
Hugh McClure 1972
Drew M. Tomlinson 1979
Anthony J DeJulius CPA 1980
Owen R. Fishman 1985
Anthony E. Panichelli 1985
Christian J. Koczur 1991
David L. Schrader 1991

Brian A. Leauby 1992
Ned Filipovitz 1996
Matthew A. Schwab 2001
Robert A. Blumstein 2007
Michael Crawford 2007

Omega Supporters  
($50-$99.99)
Robert C. Kennedy 1950
William K. Elmore 1953
Joseph T. Crudo 1955
Win Orben 1955
James W. Caldwell 1957
Philip C. Chapman 1957
Ian W. Ramsay 1961
Kenneth P. Slaby 1972
William H. Rooney 1975
Robert A. Hoffman 1976

Robert J. O’Neill 1976
Paul M. Baker 1980
Daniel C. L. Wood 1983
Philip J. Katchur 1988
Robert J. Scavello Estate Jr. 1988
Dennis G. Foley 1991
Michael R. Hetrick 1995

Other (Up to $49.99)
James V. Forsythe 1956
Stephen J. Martin 1988

Reflects gifts received as of  
July 25, 2012

Capital Campaign Decade Challenge: Step Up and Represent Your Decade!
Graduates from the ’90s are Leading the Way in Campaign Donations

Theta Chi for Life Contributors

2012 Annual Fund Honor Roll of Donors

Theta Chi for Life Fundraising Update

Theta Chi for Life 
Donations to Date, by Decade
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Fundraising 101

In recent months you’ve been asked two 
support two separate, yet equally vital, Omega 
fundraising efforts:

Our annual fund serves as our yearly 
operating budget for the alumni corporation, 
which enables us to distribute frequent 
communications (including Omegaphone), 
host events and fund other expenses needed to 
maintain our alumni program that connects 
nearly 900 chapter alumni. We rely on your 
support of the annual fund year after year to 
enable us to continue these initiatives on an 
annual basis.

You can donate to the annual fund:
•	 Via PayPal at  

www.thetachiomega.com/donate
•	 By calling 800-975-6699

•	 By mailing a check payable to “Theta Chi 
of Penn State” to the return address on this 
newsletter. Note: do not send annual fund 
contributions in the envelope attached to 
this newsletter.

The Theta Chi for Life capital campaign 
is a one-time major fundraising effort to reno-
vate the chapter house at 523 South Allen 
Street. Our campaign goal is to raise $500,000 
through your tax-deductible pledge commit-

ments that can be paid over the next three to 
five years. Campaign funds will also be used to 
create an endowment fund to enable Omega 
Chapter of Theta Chi to remain a viable and 
leading force at Penn State.

	 You can make your commitment to the 
capital campaign by returning the attached 
pledge form in the enclosed envelope. Note: 
do not send annual fund contributions in 
this envelope, as it is designated for campaign 
commitments only.

Both of these funds are supported solely by 
our alumni brothers. We thank you for your 
continued contributions to both fundraising 
drives. 

Annual Fund vs. Theta Chi for Life Capital Campaign…What’s the Difference?

“A Helping Hand” is a motto that all Theta 
Chi brothers have come to know and feel 
deeply, both in our professional and personal 
lives. For those outside of the Fraternity, they 
may not always understand or see exactly what 
this motto means. Omega is working very 
hard to make sure that “A Helping Hand” is 
seen within the greater State College area and 
that those in need of assistance get said help.

	 This past semester, in addition to win-
ning the President’s Cup and several other 
accolades, Omega undergraduate brothers 
completed well over 2,000 service hours. 

Currently, this puts them well ahead of the 
overwhelming majority of other Greek orga-
nizations at Penn State and has them poised 
to go well beyond all of their previous service 
records since the refounding. Moreover, this 
creates a large amount of buzz in the State 
College community and how the well-known 
brothers of Omega are helping out.

	 Many of these community service hours 
come from traditionally expected events, such 
as THON or Kicks & Flicks, but they are 
also coming from numerous other sources 
as well. In a close second to the number of 

THON hours Omega 
completed, brothers 
contributed hundreds 
of hours in dedication 
to the largest service 
event at Penn State—
The Fresh START 
Day of Service. The 
chapter boasts not 
only eight team leaders 
and one captain, but 
also several overall 
directors. This year, 
three directors hail 
from Theta Chi: 
Peter Blasco as the 
Director of Logistics, 
Matt Randazzo 

as the Director of Service Sites, and Tyler 
Doppelheuer as the Executive Director. More 
Fresh START directors have come from Theta 
Chi than any other organization affiliated 
with the program. 

	 The involvement of the brothers of 
Omega has contributed not only to the suc-
cess of the organizations that they participate 
in, but also the recognition and good name of 
Theta Chi Fraternity. One thing can be cer-
tain, as both Penn State and the State College 
communities look for leadership in philan-
thropy and service—the “Helping Hand” of 
Omega can always be seen. 

(L to R): Greg Smith, Ian Maxwell, Liam Benjamin Fennecken, Alex 
Tessmer and Nathaniel Wysocki at the end of the spring semester.

“A Helping Hand”
Theta Chi Brothers Consistently Give Back to the State College Community 

By Tyler Doppelheuer 

“…as both Penn State and the 
State College communities look 

for leadership in philanthropy and 
service—the “Helping Hand” of 

Omega can always be seen.”

On the Web
Our web site has a new look and 

allows for much more interactivity! 
Check it out today at

www.thetachiomega.com
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In this Issue of Omegaphone...
- Theta Chi is Penn State’s Fraternity of the Year
- Renovations Begin at 523 South Allen
- Brothers Give a Helping Hand
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theta Chi Open

L to R: Rod Dare, Dave Matthews, Alan Vladmir, Bob Mausser at the 2012 
Theta Chi Open.

Giffy’s House Becomes a Historical Landmark in State College

What a great tribute to Theta Chi’s former house 
cook, Giffy! Lincoln Hall, the boarding house 
operated by the Gifford family for black students 
in the 1930s until the 1950s, received a historical 
dedication marker in April to recognize the 
building’s contributions to the Penn State African-
American community.

	 At the ceremony, State College Mayor 
Elizabeth Goreham was one of several speakers to 
address the crowd. Among her remarks, she said 

“The people who lived 
here and provided housing 
to the students deserve 
our recognition,” she said. 
“They led the way when 
Penn State was a different 
place to live.”

	 Omega alum Dick 
Jones ’60 also served as a guest speaker at the 
event.

In the News

Red Jacket Winner Bob Mausser 
Shoots Record Score at 2012 Theta 

Chi Open
By Mike Perkins ’76 

The 31st annual Theta Chi Open, was held once again on 
Friday, May 4th in Avalon, NJ. This year’s event was played 
at Avalon Country Club. Twenty brothers played golf and 
28 attended the banquet. Brother Bob Mausser ’75 once 
again won the prestigious Red Jacket, shooting a Theta Chi 
Open record 75.

Find a link to the Daily Collegian’s coverage of the historical dedication ceremony in 
the News section of www.thetachiomega.com.


