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A Tragedy In Theta Chi 
by Dave We'lOI. 

On Saturday. February 8th, 1997. th nine membe • of the 
Delta igma chapter at lar ln mversu m Pm ·dam. ew 

rk. in ited a number o men they hopt:<l to recruit for the 
chapter o er to the hou�. located off campus. Included among 
the twemy or so scudenL<; who were invited was Binaya Oja, a 
fre hman at larkson. 

any of the men who were in ited were n l a ademically 
eligible l j in a fraternity. ttapcer member had been notified 
o thi • b the ni ersicy. c nsistent with a procedure 
e. tabli ·heel hy the i!1 ·ticulion. 

That evening. t11e guescs were given alcohol t0 drink by 
members. Police repom; indi te tl1at gue ·t5 were i en liquor 
in houle·. along wit11 ·heer. A cording l tatemem • in police 
repons. Binaya. who was J7 yea Id at the time. con:umed 
alcohol. .:• 

Ac some point in the �ve1iing. Biuaya was put to bed on a couch 
in a third floor room fthe chapter .hou e. He ne er woke up. 
Member· contacted a local ho pital th next momin -- ebruary 
111--co repon t11at they had an emergen y iruation. Police and 

T • re ponded but were unable JO re ive Binaya. 

The offi ial cau ·e >f death has nm, a· of chis writing, been 
de1em1ined. However, -it is believed co be related to the 
consumption of alcohol. 

TI1e PotS<lam Police deparm1ent immediately be •an an 
in e.tigation. e era! of the undergraduate members were 
que ·tioned 011 unday aftem on. including the pre:ident and 
immediate past pre ·ide111 of t11e chapter. 

I made an cmer •ency trip to t11e campu. 011 SU11da evening. 
ebruary 9111. I met with university adminiscracor: on onday. 

February 10th. foll wed b meeting ith tJ1e undergradua1e 
memhen... t11e pre 1den , f all fraternitie • and orori1ie,; at 

Jar ·on. and media repre entati es. 

uiversity recognition of t11e chapwr was wit11draw11 011 
Tut:sday. Ft:bruary I I th. 

n February I t11. all n.in undergraduate member· o the 
·hapter. and on oun alwnnu . one boarder. and one 

xecutive Direct< r 

indi idual wh auends SU Y--Potsdam but apparently wa: 
iated in me way wit11 the chapter. were charged. 

individually. wit11 43 mi demeanors under ew York tate law. 
The charges in luded Hazing and Reekie· Endangem1ent. A 
cotal of 473 separate charges were i . ued by the local Di. tn ·t 

ttorney' ffice agamst the members and othe . 

If onvi ted. ea ·h individual could be emenced to a ma imum 
of two years 111 jail. 

The Grand hapter revoked tJ1e chaner of the hapter eft"et:civt: 
aturday. February I th. 

All hap1er membe had to m e ut f the hou hy March 
I ·t. Mo t were required co move back on campu-. be ause t11e 
Umversity no Im •er rec gnized the house as approved housing. 
Two older members. who could live off campu • 111 unappro ed 
hou ·ing. moved into an aparm1e111. 

TI1e ational 8 ard of Trustees, whi h h a mongage on che 
h u ·e. i, mo in, to fi reel on t11e m n age. The h u ·e will 
probably be , Id. The large brighc red Theta Chi le11ers and 
t11e name on t11e front of the chapter hou. e were painted over on 
February 19th. Now. it i ju t anot11er house ou Elm tree1. 

If t11e Fraternity d return l Jar • n campu . the 
recolonization of tJ1e hapter w uld r c ur before ptemher. 
200 . TI1e ni ersity and Grand hapter must appro e any 
rec Ionization effon. It may well be longer before any return 
to campu is contemplated. much le·· undenaken. 

********************* 

Whene er t11e Head4uaner taff • rdinate. a con emion or 
hapc r Leadership nferen e, or the Deranian Pre. idem, 
onferen e. or a11otl1er special leadership event. we alwa s ,it 

down afterwards to talk about what happem:d. and why. and 
what we can learn from our perfom1an e to improve the a} in 
which we d thing in t11e future. The que tion we alway �k 

u elve • i . "What ha e we learned from thi ·?" 

For you. ai our under raduate member fTI1eta Chi. t11e same 
approa h an be utiliz d in regards to t11e tra edy at lark.son. 
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You hav leamed ..... that a y ung man I t hi life, which i 
ne of th m t profound tragedie that any gr up, any college 
r uni ersity. and any family and any gr up of friends n fa e. 

It i another example that ri k management i not a phrase. It 
i reality. It i . figuratively and literally, a way f life. 

Th undergraduate members of the chapter learned .... that 
the charter of the chapter i granted to a chapter. It can be 
withdrawn in a matter of days. 

They learned .... that the house, which was the focal point fi r 
the chapter, can be va ted an� boarded up in a matter f day . 
lo all pr bability, its hall and rooms will never again ech witJ1 
tlle h uts and laughter of Theta Chi brotller . 

They learned .... that iety does not and will not tolerate 
v1 lations of hazing law and the illegal use of alcoh I. 

Delta igma chapter i ina rive. After nearly 45 years f 
exi tence, and nearly 700 initiate . the hapter is no m re. Tb 
h use will in all pr babilicy be sold. It, t . will soon be a pan 
of hi t ry. 

All undergraduat m mbe are now pended. 

ne of the m n being recruited wh were at t11e h use that 
night rually j in d or pledged Theta Chi Fraternity. When 
I met witll me f th m during a return i it t the campus on 
February 23rd, tlley were drifting apart. 

Alumn membe wb reruru next fall fi r h mec ming will 
ha e nowhere t g . P rbap a group or two from a pani ular 
year of graduati n, who m robe have remained in tou h, 
wiJI gather mewhere. M re likely, many alumnus members 
will walk r drive lowly by the fi rm r hapter h use, looking 
for igns of what w . Tb re will be 1 

Binaya Oja. g man w • life. was remembered 
at a mem ri e on t11 lar n campus. Over I 00 
scud nts and oilier attended to y goodbye. He had many 
fri nd on ilie Jar on campu . and tJ1ey remembered him for 
hi sense of humor, hi energy. his friend hip. 

o one said goodbye to Delta Sigma chapter. No ne gatllert:d 
to express tlleir rrow. or to remember tJ1e chapter. 

***************************** 

of tlle chapter n cw i ns on 
witll any ituati n f tJ1i magnitude. tlle 

members di played hock. angui b, rrow. and wild rment. 
Several were dazed. They had diffi ulty talking. Words cam 
slowly. Some members t witll tlleir head d wn. mumbling 
responses. 

I wi h iliac l could have videotaped tlle members. l wi h that 
I ould have meh w captured the feeling in tlle r m that 
afternoon and evening. 

It i difficult to a urately cal ulate me lo· inv lved. But. 
begin wit11 Binaya· death. and end witll tlle le f 

tlle chapter hou e. 

Are our undergraduates Ii tening? 

For two hapters, apparently n t. 

Even we were working through the Clarkson ituation. two 
more situati ns arose involving tlle use of alcohol. 

At Alpha Sigma hapter at tlle University of Oregon, a new 
member uffi red head injurie when he reponedly fell on a wet 
floor. He had been drinking as pan of a "pledge night" 
activity. 

ational Pre idem Patrick onn r placed Alpha Sigma 
chapter on a tlliny day uspe . o a ti vi ties cur--n 
meeting . ial ven new member • e . no 

i ev 1il t11e gati n i c mp and a 
ion r by tll Management and Standard 
1itt e tlle app a ti n t be taken. A Show 

hearing t been oded. 

At Sigma pter at Oreg n tate, ung w man w ·tru k 
by a beer ttle allegedly t11r wn f e hapter h use during 
a ial e t. A • has been witll hapter members. 
university adrnini and neig . lo tlle meantime. an 
inve tigati n n 

The tar n tragedy under ·o • the need t t:ducate all 
member and t emph ize ri ·k management h and evt:ry 

me ter. There i n r m for. "We've heard enough" or 
"We kn w it all". 

A our Alpha igma and igma chapters are rapidly learning. 
and as a number f chapters learned la t fall. we will continue 
to respond quickly to any ri k management ·ituation. Violation 
of ri k management policie will imply not be t0lera1ed. 

In the meantime, Theta Chi Fraternity ont inues to hange. 

Since 1988, 35 chapters have been cl sed by the Grand 
Chapter. Fifteen of tJ10· losings were ba • d on low 
membership. including ·even ituaci ns in whi h tJ1e membe . 
tllernselve asked tllat tlle cbaner be revoked. In 20 f tllo ·e 
closings, it was ilie behavior f tJ1e membe 1.ha1 brought about 
tl1e closing. 

Since 1988, nearly fiftee a e been reorganized. 
Most of tllose re rganizati 1 • • . a the 
member remaining-in - rebuilt 
their respective chapters. r nization 
i a membership review. re nded. and tJ1en 
interview are conducted to determine w em will be 
invited LO reJoin tlle chapter, and whi h be c ntinued on 
u pe1 ion. 

Since 1988, over 30 hapte have n i1 tailed or reic tailed. 
Witll tlle excepti n of a few, tllo e hapte have d eloped into 
a collective urce of pride for our Fraternity. We v ry Id m 
en unter problems witll ur new or r installed chapter . 
Membe u ually re Ive icuations tllr ugh internal di ipline. 
They u tandards boards and uspensio . TI1ey are not 
afraid t rec mmend a member to tlle Grand hapter for 
expul i n. 

In oilier word . through die clo ing of chapter . 
reorganizati 1 . and the installation or reinstallation of chapte . 

ver ne-balf f ur a tive chapter roll has been changed in le·· 
tJ,an ten year . In me circle! . this i kn wn as. "Trading 
up". F r nearly every chapter we have clo ed. we have opened 
a better hapter. For mo t of the chapters which were 
r rganized, a better, stronger chapter has emerged. 

reorganizing five or ten r twenty more chapters, as 
w d n at Alpha P i/Maryland, Gamma Rho/Florida State, 
Delta Th ta oled . or Ep ii n Tau/Stephen F. Austin, then 
tllat will be a c mpli bed. 

If it take tlle I ing of fi e r ten or twenty more chapters to 
make tlle point that we cann t and will not tolerate tlle concerns 
mat br ugbt a ut tlle I ing of Zeta/ ew Hampshire, or 

u/Hampden- idn y, r Ep ilou Rho/Rider. or Zeta 
Alph lippery R k. or TI1eta Up ii n/Fr tburg. tllen tllat will 
be a mpli bed. 

If we must de re m re time and effon to expar ion. under the 
theory tllat it i mu b ier to work witll a gr up of men who 
want co be gentlemen, wh understand the need for ri k 
managemem, who understand that hazing has no place in our 
Fraternity. and that a charter is an inv tment whi h appreciate 
over time, tllen that will be accompli hed. 

It i • much easier t w rk witll a group of men who understand 
tllose imple concept ratller than to try to c nvince members 
of a social/atllletic club witll Theta hi on tlle fr nt door that 
change i inevitable, but progres i ptional. If tlm i tlle best 
course for our Fraternity to fi llow, tllen that will be 
accompli hed. 

For all the treugtlls of our Fraternity, and for all ur excellent 
chapters and colonie , and tll usand f u tanding young men 
who join u ea h year, and for all f ur dedi ated alumnu 
members and v luntee wh hare untl h u t improve 
our Fraternity. one cltapter n on can1p can harm what it has 
taken us over 140 years. and over 140.000 men t build. 

Our Creed begins with ch words, "I believe in Th ta hi. ... • 

If our brot11ers at Clar - n truly unde tood tllo w rd . tlley 
ga e no indication of it during tlle e ening of February 8tll, 
1997. 

Lee us understand tliat. All el e t11a1 men fi II w will be 
repre entacive of our ideal , valu . and tandard . 

CHAYfER DISCIPLINE 

The following hapters were placed on Level I Probati n on 
08/09/96 for failure co seat an undergraduate delegate at t11e 

ational Convemion in accordance co Article lll. Section 6 of 
tlle ati nal By-Laws of Theta Chi Fraternity: 

Pi/Di kinson 
Alpha B ta/Piw burgh 
Alpha Pi/Mi1me Ota 
Beta Omi ron/ in innati 
Gamma Eta/Bu knell 
Gamma Mu/Bowling Green 
Delta Up ilon/ Arizona State 

p ilon Sigma/Wagner 
Eta Sigma/ Ark ansas Tech 
TI1eta Zeta/ ortll Carolina--A beville 
Theta Xi/Virginia C mm nwealtll 

The fi llowing chapters were reviewed by tlle Risk Management 
& Standards Committee (RMS ) for violations of Theta Chi 
ri k management policy: 

Omega/Penn State: Members "passed tlle hat", purchased, 
and served alcohol to members and gue ts under tJ1e legal 
drinking age. A gue t who w only 18 years old became very 
intoxicated, stumbled onto tlle street in front of tlle chapter 
house, and was struck by an oncoming autom bile. The gue t 
ustained serious head injuries. 

Recommendation to RMSC: Level Ill Probation 

Alpha Gamma/Michigan: hapter furnished a mmon 
source of alcohol to members and gu t at a mixer witll a local 
sorority. Upon entrance. women were offered sh f vodka. 
A female guest became very int xicated and w taken ba k t 
her residence by a group of her rority i . Ultimately, tlle 
woman was taken co tlle hospital for treatment f al hol 
poisoning. 

Recommendation to RMSC: Level lll Probation 

Alpha Phi/ Alabama: S me chapter membe parci ipated 
in inappropriate activities which included a ts of personal 
servitude and requiring new members to recite information. 

ational President Patrick O'Connor placed tlle chapter n a 30 
day uspension. 

The RMSC placed the chapter on Level lll Probation. 

Beta Upsilon/Fresno: The chapter hosted an open ial 
event wit11 over 500 people in attendance. Alcohol was 
provided to gue ts, including guests under the legal driukin 
age. Member and guests also participated in drinking game . 
Undercover investigators cited two underage female with 
alcohol posse ion and one chapter member for providing 
alcohol to minors. 

Recommendation to RMSC: Level lll Probation 

Delta Tau/Kent State: The chapter ho ted open social 
events witll ale hot during tl1e Labor Day weekend. which was 
one week pri r to tlle Greek sy tern's formal rush period. 
Underage members and guests consumed alcohol at wese 
events. 

Th RMS placed the chapter on Level Ill Probation. 

Zeta Delta/St. Cloud State: The chapter ho ted an open 
ial event witJ1 ale hot at tlle chapter house. More tJJan 200 

members and gue ts were in attendance. Police raided we 
event and cited ver 150 minors for po ion of alcohol. A 
16-year-old y w taken to a nearby h spital because police 
were con emed tllat he may have had consumed too mu b 
al h I. At I ·t ix gue younger tJJan 18 year of age were 
cited by poli e fi r po ion f ale ho!. The university 
temporarily suspended tlle chapter and placed the chapter on 
probation. 

Recommendation to the RMS Level lll Probation 
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