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In an effort lo rccogniz chapter in area of 
chapter opcratioru; whil. pro,·icling other ,chapter 
vith useful programming id !'I, thi n w I tter 

h . been produ d u ing the Bt t of the Best 

form l--Ompletfd by chnpt r Pn id nts durin th 
1996-97 chool ) r. Read on to the 
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01 1eJ IF rea 1:11::l Kearns 

and re elect A . . . c cl'.apter ha 
mo ial board m m a elegates 11th 1996 
• hool of Fraternity Pr ct" 0 F 

Thczta Chapter 
Our chapter t the Um ·e 1ty of 1a had the 
hi h t GPA two ou1 of th past lhrec te . They have 
members involved v.ith tud :nt Government, a re,;idential 

dv1 or for one of th campu residence: hall , and 1hc co­
coordmato of a local volunteer roup 10 h Ip the ommunit)'. 

Iota Chapter 
Col •a 

• 
ity i5 the home of our Iota hapter, \\here 

mc:m • in a mountain bike race whi h benefited 
Herita nd I p WI "Sli • catin co 

proc I I hariti . J.P. Duffy e 
Pre 1d hap r ma ·e up a I r e percc f the 

Col •ate 

XI Chapt1rr 
Volunteerin for the B 1llou ,(a communuy haunted hou ), 
a I I hoc drwe, and the Salvation Army 'ltildren' 
pro rum, our chapter t the Univer ity of \'1rgima v. very 
active thi year. Four brothe belong to the 111onal Order of 
Omega, lkn Tisdell v.a elected IF Ru h Chaim1an and two 
member serve on die campu r id ntial taff. Al Par\: -. 
elected to the lF o\emin board, while Troy Lerner n·ed 

I the judi::ial officer nd Ken JI rri f'\'Cd on the II RI k 

Mana ement omnut \'Cral gu t pc:akers included Police 
Chief Wolfard, Peer Ith falucawr and th uhural 

onnector . he chapter al received the highest GPA Award. 
1ember host an annu I ro tlcoo out which chey u a 

recrumnent tool. 

Pl Cllaptvr 
Our chapter 11 Dickens ,n Colle e ho ted ,·cral one-on-one 
recruitment cfli rts th1 pa t year. They al o rcccivt'd th 
h1ghe t fraternity GPA award nd Brother Bryan Kurcy v. � 
elected to the ODK hon r octety. An e,em v. al held for 
alumnu members ho radu ted within the pa t fi ur y 

Sigma Chapter 
Oregon State University th hom of our Sigma C'hapter. 

'Jule thi wa slov. )'e r fi r the roup, memher 1.hd 
pani ,pate m lhe dopt •High\\ay program and :cite U:C ing 
competition. flcr bcin im·olvcd m reccm rcor amzation 
effon, the ch pter plans m com on tron within the ne t year. 

Toa Chaptczr 
Perhaps one: of the m 1 
Florida, our chapter hold many of the t p campu leadership 
po icions mcludi� tudent BOO)' Pre td nt ( hri D rwonh), 11 
mem rs of the Btue Key '111onal Honorary Fr 1em11y, four 
mcmhcr. of the i auonal Order of Om ga, a mem r of the 

university Marchan B nd, nd apum of the Bowling Te m to 
ruim a fc . With eleven member im·olved wltl1 lhe IFC. th 
chapter al o panicipatcd in nunlt'.ruu philanthropic event! 
mcludin •: Over The Top (with Delta Gamma) to benefit Hope 
for 1hc Holiday , the larch of Dim Wal mer , the 
Unh�rsity of Fl rida Dance b.rathon, Uah11at for llumamty, 
th Y 1 and man other . 'I h chapter IX' of the 
recip nts of the lier ward for tup r E ellencc for the 

Omqo Chaptczr 
Our ch pter at Penn tate Umve 1ty ho ted a Bi• :Brother/Br 

i ter hri tma Party, pan· Ip tcd in th KlC'KS occer 
tournament hcncfinm the fake A Wish l'OUndation, and 
a i ed in th campu Dance M:irath n wfnch rail cd 21,000.00 
for the Four Di.mond Fund. Pat Bue Icy anJ Tim ner 
were 1ndu ted int the tional Ord r of Orne a ·hile Rich 

b1cck1 nd Jon Krnu Ned OPP uh comm111ec cha1 for 
Dance 1orathon The h:lpter saw David ml pea on 

mpu and invited hnn t present t 11hc chapter hou on 
Februrar) I th. The chapt r held m introJu tory candle pa· 

hich all wed !heir new members to put a name wnh a face for 

all inniatc<l memhcr... 

... 

... 



You hav leamed . . . . .  that a y ung man I t hi l ife ,  whi h i 
ne of th m t profound tragedi that any gr up. any c l iege 
r uni ersity. and any fami ly  and any gr up of frien can fa e .  

I t  i another example that ri k management i oot a phrase. I t  
i reality . I t  i . figuratively and l i teral l y .  a way o f  l i fe .  

Th undergraduate members of the chapter leamed . . . .  that 
the charter of th chapter i granted co a chapter. It can be 
withdrawn in a matter of days. 

They learned . . . .  that the house, which was the focal point for 
the chapter, can be vacated and. boarded up in a matter of day 
I n  al l pr babi l i ty,  i ts hall and rooms wi l l  never again ech with 
the h uts and laughter of Theta Chi brother . 

They learned . . . .  that iety does not and wil l  n t tolerate 
violations of hazing law and the i l legal use of al ohol . 

Del ta Sigma chapter i ina tive.  After nearly 45 years of 
exi tence. and nearly 700 ini tiate . the chapter is n m re . Th 
h use wil l  in all pr babil i cy be sold.  I t ,  c , wi l l  soon be a pan 
of hi t ry . 

A l l  und rgraduat mem are n w uspended . 

ne of the men being recruited wh were at the h u that 
night a ruaJ ly joined or pledged Theta Chi Fraternity .  When 
I met with m f them during a return i it to the campus on 
February 23rd ,  tl1 y were drifting apan . 

Alumn membe wh rerum next faJI  fi r h mec ming wil l  
ha e n where t0  g . Perhap a gr up  r two fr m a pani ular 
year of graduati n .  who members have remained in tou h ,  
wi J I  galher mewhere .  M re l ike ly ,  many alwnnu members 
will  walk or drive lowly by the fi rmer chapter h use , l ooking 
for igns of what was. lb re wil l  be none. 

Binaya Oja. the young man wh I t hi l i fe .  was remembered 
at a memorial rvice n the Clar n campu . Over I 00 
rudents and other attended to y goodbye. He had many 

friend on the Clarkson campu . and they remembered him for 
hi seru;e of humor. hi energy . his friend hip.  

o one said goodbye to Delta Sigma chapter. N ne gathered 
to express their rrow, or to remember the chapter. 

***************************** 

I met with members of the chapter n tw i on 
February 1 0th.  with any ituati n f th i magni tud . th 
members di played h k. angui h, rr w. and wi ldem1t:nl . 
Several were dazed. They had diffi ulty tal king . W rd cam 
lowly.  Some members c with their heads down,  mumbl in  

re ponses. 

I wi h that I could have videotaped the membe . I wi h that 
I could have meh w ptured the feel ing in the r m that 
afternoon and evening . 

I t  i difficult to a urately calculate the I i nv lved . But , 
the I begin with Bi naya ' death , and nd with the sale f 
the hapter house . 

Are our undergraduates I i  tening? 

F r tw hapters , apparently n t .  

Even we were w rking thr ugh the C larkson iruation. two 
more ·iruati ns aroSC! involving the u e f alcoh I .  

At Alpha Sigma chapter a t  me U niver ity o f  Oregon, a new 
member uffered head i njurie when he reponedJy fell on a wet 
floor. He had been drinking as pan of a "pledge night " 
a t ivity.  

at iooal Pr idem Pat rick  O '  om r placed Alpha Sigma 
chapter on a thiny day uspension . o a tiviti can cur--n 
meeting . no ial events , n new member a tivitie , no 
athletic even -unti l  the in  e tigati n i mpleced and a 
deci ion r hed by the Ri k Management and Standard 
C mmittee t th appr priate a ti n t be taken.  A Show 

ause hearing has n r mmeaded. 

At Sigma hapter ac Oreg n tate, a young woman w ·t ru k 
by a beer ttle al legedly tl1 r  wn fr m the hapter house duri ng 
a ial event . A meet i ng h been held with hapter member , 
unive ity admini crat and o igh . I n  che meantime. an 
inve t igati n ntinue . 

Th Jar n tragedy under • ore the need t edu ate al l 
member and t emph ize ri k management ea h and every 

me ter. There i n r m fi r. " We 've heard en ugh " or 
"We kn w i t all " .  

our Alpha Sigma and igma chapter are rapidly learning . 
and a num r f chapters learned la t fal l .  we wi l l  continue 
t re nd qui kJy to any ri k management i ruat ion. Violation 
of ri k management pol icie wi l l  imply n t bt: t lerated . 

I n  the meantime, Theta Chi Frat rni ty ont inue to change . 

S ince 1 988.  35 chapter have been clo d by the Grand 
Chapter. Fifteen of those losings were b d on low 
membership ,  i ncluding seven i ruarions in whi h tl 1t:: member 
lhemselve asked that me harcer be revoked . I n  20 of tho e 
closings, it was me behavior f me mem tltat brought a ut 
the closing. 

Since 1 988,  nearly fi ft  e rganized . 
M o  t of mo e re rgani s fut . a-. t l 1t:: 
member remaining-in a e rebui h 
thei r  respective chapters rgauiz.ation 
i a membership review. . and then 
interviews are conducted co det m m wi l l  be 
invited LO rejoin the chapter, and be c nti nued n 
uspension. 

S ince 1 988. over 30 hapte have n i 1  tal led or rei cal led .  
With the ex eption o f  a few,  dl se hapte have d veloped into 
a ollective ource of pride for our Fraterni ty .  We v ry Id m 
en umer pr blem with ur new or reinstal led chapter . 
Membe �ually resolve iruations thr ugh i nternal di ipl i ne .  
They use candard boards and uspensions . They are noc 
afraid c rec nunend a member t the Grand hapter for 
expul i n .  

I n  oilier word , through die c lo ing of  hapters , 
reorganizati ns, and the instal lation or reinstal lation of chapte 

ver n -half f ur a tive chapter r I I  has been changed in le ' 
than ten year . I n  me c ircle , mis i known as , "Tradi ng 
up " .  F r nearly every chapter we have clo ed , we have opened 
a better chapter. For mo t of the chapter which were 
r rganized , a better, stronger chapter has emerged . 

I f  it ta reorganizing fiv or t n r twenty more chapters , as 
d n at Alpha P i /Maryland , Gamma Rho/Florida State , 

Del ta Theta led . r Ep i i  n Tau/Stephen F. Au tin, then 
that wil l  be a mpli bed. 

I f  ic take the I i ng f five r ten or twenty more chapters to 
make the point that we cann t and will not tolerate me concerns 
that br ught a ut the I iog of Zeta/ ew Hampshire, or 

u/Hampden-Sidn y. r Ep ii n Rho/Rider, or Zeta 
Alph Sl ippery R k .  r Theta Up i i  n/Fr tburg .  then that wi l l  
be a mpli hed . 

I f  we must de te m re time and efti n to expansion, under the 
theory that it i mu h easier to w rk with a gr up of men who 
want to be gentlemen , who understand the need for risk 
management . wh unde tand that hazing has n pla e in our 
Fraternity,  and that a charter i an inve tment which appreciates 
over time, then that wi l l  be accompli hed. 

It i much easier t w rk with a gr up of men who understand 
mo e -imple concept rather than 10 try to onvince members 
of a social /athletic c lub with Theta Chi on the fr nt door that 
change is i nevitable, but progr i opt iooal . I f  that i me best 
course for our Fraternity to fi l low. then that wil l  be 
accompli ·bed . 

For al l me trength of our Fraternity ,  and for al l our excellent 
chapters and colonies , and dl usands f u tandiog young men 
who join u each year, and fi r al l f ur dedi ted alumnu 
members and v lun tee who hare untl h u t impr ve 
our Fraternity,  ne chapter on on camp n harm what it has 
taken us over 1 40 years . and over 1 40.000 men t ui ld .  

Our Creed begins with tl1e w rds,  " I  bel ieve in  Theta Chi .  . . .  • 

I f  our brothers at C lar n truly unde tood th word . they 
ga e no indication of i t  during the e ening of February 8th , 
1 997 . 

Let us under tand that . Al l  el e that then fi 1 1  w wi l l  be 
representat ive of our ideal , valu . and tandard . 

CHAPTER DISCIPLINE 

The fol lowing chapters were placed on Level I Probation on 
08/09/96 for failure to seat an undergraduate delegate at the 

ational Convention in accordance to Anicle 1 1 1 ,  Se tion 6 of 
the ati nal By-Laws of Theta Chi Fraternity :  

Pi /Di kinson 
Alpha Beta/Pittsburgh 
Alpha Pi/Minne ota 
Beta Omi ron/Cincinnati 
Gamma Eta/Bucknel l  
Gamma M u/Bowl ing Green 
Delta Up i lon/ Arizona State 

p i lon Sigma/Wagner 
Eta Sigma/ Arkansas Tech 
Theta Zeta/ ortb arol i na--A hevi l le 
Theta Xi/Virginia C nm1 nwealdl 

TI1e fi l lowing chapters were review by the Ri k M anagement 
& Standards C mmittee ( R M S  ) for violations of Theta Chi 
ri k management policy: 

Omega/Penn State: M embers "passed the hat " .  purchased. 
and served alcohol to members and guests under the legal 
drinking age. A guest wh was only 1 8  years old became very 
intoxicated , stumbled onto the treet in front of the chapter 
house. and was struck by an om:oming aut m bile. The gue t 
sustained serious head injuries. 

Recommendation to RMSC: Level Ill Probation 

Alpha Gamma/Michigan:  Chapter furnished a mm n 
source of alcohol to members and gue t at a mixer with a local 
sorority . Upon entrance, women were offered sh f vodka. 
A female guest became very imoxi ced and w taken ba k t 
her residence by a group of her rority i te . U lt imate ly ,  th 
woman was taken to the hospital for treatment of al ho! 
poisoning . 

Recommendation to RMSC: Level Ill Probation 

Alpha Phi/ Alabama: S me chapter membe pani ipaced 
in inappropriate activities which included acts of personal 
servitude and requiring new members to recite informati n. 

atiooal President Patrick O'Connor pla ed the chapter n a 30 
day uspension. 

The RMSC placed the chapter on Level Ill Probation . 

Beta Upsilon/Fresno: The chapter hosted an open • ial 
event widl over 500 people in attendance. Alcohol was 
provided t gue ts, including guests under d1e legal driukiu 
age . Member and guests also participated in drinking game . 
Undercover investigators cited two underage females with 
alcohol posse ion and one chapter member for providing 
alcohol to minors. 

Recommendation to RMSC: Level lll Probation 

Delta Tau/Kent State: The chapter ho ted open social 
events with alcohol during tl1e Labor Day weekend. which w 
one week prior t the Greek system's  formal rush period. 
Underage members and guests consumed alcohol at the 
events . 

711e RMS placed the chapter on Level lll Probation. 

Zeta Delta/ t .  Cloud State: The chapter ho ted an open 
ial event with al h I at the chapter house. More than 200 

members and gue ts were in attendance. Police raided the 
event and cit  v r 1 50 minors for po ion of alcohol . A 
1 6-year Id y w taken to a nearby hospital because poli e 
were concerned that he may have had consumed too mu h 
al oh I .  At least i x  gue younger than 1 8  year of age were 
cited by poli e fi r po ion of al ho! . The university 
temporarily suspended the chapter and placed the chapter on 
pr bati n .  

Recommendation 10 the RMS Level lll Probation 
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